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Southern Reins’ Jockeys & Juleps Virtual Event was an Authentic Success: 
 Raising more than $250,000 to sustain the operation of its equine therapy program 

to make a real difference for people with disabilities and hardship throughout the Mid-South. 
 

October 6, 2020 
 

Given the postponement of this year’s Kentucky Derby to September, it seemed like a long way to the finish line for 
Southern Reins to host its signature Jockeys & Juleps fundraising event.  Due to COVID-19 and social distancing 
requirements, the decision was made that this year’s party of the year would be a virtual celebration for not just one 
race, but two: The Kentucky Derby and The Preakness Stakes. While the organization was unable to host its 
trademark BIG HATS, BOURBON and BLUEGRASS celebration - sponsors, supporters and donors generously stood 
behind the program at a time when it was needed most.  
 

“This year has been a challenging one for everyone” says Jill Haag, Executive Director.  “We knew we wouldn’t be 
able to host our traditional event at the farm, so we pivoted our approach to a virtual event.”  Festivities included 
personal celebration boxes created for event sponsors to enjoy the races from the comfort of home, an online 
Bourbon Pull, Virtual Wine Pull raffle, and an amazing Online Auction.  “We are overjoyed and incredibly grateful for 
the amazing support of our community” says Haag, sharing that this year’s virtual event raised more than $250,000 
to sustain the program so that it can provide equine-assisted activities and therapies to people with disabilities and 
hardship throughout the Mid-South. Jockeys & Juleps raises more than 50% of the organization’s annual operating 
budget to provide the essential services its program participants so greatly need.  Through the success of this year’s 
event, Southern Reins will have the ability to remain open and operational to continue to improve the quality of life 
for everyone the organization serves.   
 

Jockeys & Juleps was generously supported by First Horizon Advisors, who has led the field as presenting sponsor 
since the event’s inception in 2016.  Premier sponsors included Bryan and Kim Jordan, Lexus of Memphis,  
FedEx Freight, Stefan and Barbara Smith, Dr. and Mrs. John Whittemore and Mrs. Julie Bondurant Mills, and Margaret 
and Lee Alexander.  Additional sponsors included Grinder Taber Grinder, Kimery Wealth Management,  
the Stephen P. Bratkowski Memorial Foundation, nexAir, International Paper, Scott and Susan Plunkett,  
Deborah Dunklin Tipton, Will and Angie Deupree, Hollywood Feed, Cliff and Louise Hunt, Haygood Realty Company, 
Gill Properties, Galler Foods, Buster's Liquors & Wines, LSI, Athens Distributing Company, North Berkeley Imports, 
Baptist Memorial Health Care Foundation, Hollis & Burns, Front Porch Properties, Frazee Ivy Davis, Lipscomb & Pitts 
Insurance, Mid-South Endodontics, a Friend of Southern Reins, RKA Construction, Marsha and Peter Cayce,  
Solutions Medical Center, Watkins Uiberall, the “Cutie Patooties”, Collier Insurance, Off the Square Catering, and 
Twigs-n-Things.  More than 150 donors also generously contributed to the online auction, which raised an impressive 
$30,000.   
 
About Southern Reins Center for Equine Therapy 
Southern Reins was founded in July of 2015 to provide equine assisted activities and therapies to help individuals with physical, 
cognitive and emotional disabilities and hardship.  We serve children and adults with disabilities such as Down syndrome, autism, 
multiple sclerosis, traumatic brain injury, cerebral palsy, amputation, mental and physical disabilities, attention deficit disorder, and 
more. This unique program provides one-of-a-kind experiences where participants throughout the Mid-South become more confident, 
communicative, physically capable and emotionally re-connected.  Southern Reins is a PATH, International Member Center and all 
instructors are PATH Certified. For more information, visit www.southernreins.org or call 901-290-1011. 


